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Joseph did not know whether he ought to rejoice at the bliss of this moment, or weep because it was over. He moved on beyond it; he grew out of it into a dimension whose nature we can only reverently guess at. Furthermore, although we know Bach's biography and deduce his personality from his music, we involuntarily include his posthumous
destiny in the picture. Like every man of importance he had his daimonion and his amor fati; but in him amor fati manifests itself to us free of somberness and fanaticism. With one finger, he struck the first notes of a melody, and looked questioningly at the boy. ISBN: 978-1-4668-3502-3 CHAPTER 1The CallNo knowledge has come down to us of
Joseph Knecht's origins. He administered and increased the cultural heritage that had been handed down to him, for he was high priest of a temple that is sacred to each and every one of us. Froberger or Johann Sebastian Bach. Again and again the Master said, "Once more," and each time he sounded merrier. The Master did not insist. Now the old
song rang through the small practice room in two parts."Once more."Knecht played, and the Master played the second part, and a third part also. Although he was not spared the perplexities of the life of the mind, it was given to him to experience without personal bitterness the tragedy inherent in every life consecrated to thought. Above all he
imagined a great public festival and a reception such as he had once experienced when a new mayor had taken office, with brass bands and streets strung with banners; there might even be fireworks. Come, let's make a little music together."Knecht had already taken out his violin. "Your teacher seems content with you. There was a knock at the
door; the school janitor came in and informed the teacher that Joseph Knecht was to present himself to the music teacher in fifteen minutes. No one called him, but a man entered the room. To think that the Music Master himself, the Musicae Musicae in person, would be coming to Berolfingen! There was only one person in the world whom Joseph
might have regarded as still more legendary and mysterious: the Master of the Glass Bead Game.Joseph was filled in advance with an enormous and timorous reverence for the impending visitor. No music blared in the streets, no flags and garlands hung from the houses. Now then, the first thing we need for a fugue is a theme, and we don't have to
look far for the theme. He was radiant, but still speechless."Do you happen to know what a fugue is?" the Master now asked.Knecht looked dubious. History's third dimension is always fiction.Thus, to select some examples of greatness, we have no idea whether Johann Sebastian Bach or Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart actually lived in a cheerful or a
despondent manner. The Master would have better things to do than to listen to a small boy's violin playing. We go so far as to admit that the manner in which his life drifts gently off into legend appears to us organic and right, just as it imposes no strain on our credulity to believe in the continued existence of a constellation that has vanished below
the horizon. J. Where a body of work exists, the historian cannot help himself; he must sum it up, along with the life of the creator of that work, as two inseparable halves of a living unity. With a lump in his throat, he made his way to the music rooms in the annex. Therefore Joseph must practice like a good boy and not embarrass his teacher.The news
stirred the boy deeply, for of course he knew quite well who the Music Master was. We accept the miracle of this fact and rejoice in it without any inclination to pry into it interpretively. Class began; the teacher wore his everyday smock; he made no speeches, did not so much as mention the great guest of honor.But during the second or third hour the
guest came nevertheless. Probably Berolfingen was also his birthplace. He shook hands with the He nodded, and sat deliberating on the stool in front of the old practice piano. He had already heard leaks, but had not yet studied them in class”.Very well”, said the Master, “then I will show you. Caught in the web that their music was creating, they
moved smoothly along with it, obeying an invisible director. (Continued...) Excerpt from The Glass Bead Game by Hermann Hesse, Richard Winston, Clara Winston. Just as we know nothing about Knecht’s birth and origins, we know nothing about his death. Her music teacher, from whom she was learning violin and laode, told her that the Music
Master would soon come to Berolfingen to inspect the music instruction at the school. But he did more than attain the kingdom of a Master, he did more than fill the office at the very top of our hierarchy. Maybe a song you like”.Knecht was confused, and so enchanted by this face and those eyes that he couldn’t answer. “Play it again, on top this
time”.The Master gave him the first note, and Knecht played, the Master accompanying with the other three voices. “Are you Joseph Knecht?” he said. I’ve never seen such a person before. His teachers at the school, and especially his music teacher, had already recommended him two or three times to the highest board for admission to the elite
schools. But we don’t have the slightest reason to assume that this death could have been a matter of pure chance. The Master of Music was one of the twelve demigods, one of the twelve supreme chiefs of this most respected of the Boards. Behind the music that was being created in his presence he perceived the world of Mind, the harmony that
gives joy of law and freedom, of service and government. In those few minutes he saw himself and his life, he saw the whole cosmos guided, ordered and interpreted by the spirit of music. As every other day, Joseph had to gather together his books and notebooks. onu onu adac ,ronet le ne aÃdolem al ³Ãcot thcenK .sairanidro sesalc sal a ri
accompanied accompanied by two or three parts. The boy and the old man ceased to think of anything else; they surrendered themselves to the lovely, congenial lines and figurations they formed as their parts crisscrossed. Joseph nodded and at once played the melody with pleasure. I think he is fond of you. And when the playing had come to an end,
he saw this magician and king for whom he felt so intense a reverence pause for a little while longer, slightly bowed over the keys, with half-closed eyes, his face softly glowing from within. We regard his life, insofar as it is known, as built up in a clear succession of stages; and if in our speculations about its end we gladly accept the legend and
faithfully report it, we do so because what the legend tells us about the last stage of his life seems to correspond fully with the previous stages. solely for the personal use of visitors to this web site. He surrendered himself, and vowed to serve that world and this Master. Moreover, as the teachers assured him, this was to be the first time in decades
that a Magister Musicae in person would be visiting the town and the little Latin school. But insofar as Knecht's life is historical¢ÃÂÂand it is that up to one specific day¢ÃÂÂwe intend to treat it as such. He would probably want to see and hear only the older, more advanced pupils.Such were the boy's thoughts as he awaited the day. Finally, when the
melody had come to an end once more, the Master turned his head and asked: "Did you like that, Joseph?"Gratefully, his face glowing, Knecht looked at him. Everything was ordinary and normal. Excerpted by permission of Picador. We have taken over this legend and adhere to its spirit, whether or not it is merely a pious fiction. After all, it was
hardly possible. A very old man, it seemed to him at first, not very tall, white-haired, with a fine, clear face and penetrating, light-blue eyes. And it is characteristic that this first call came not .¡Ãrecerolf y aczerc euq lautceletni etil©Ã al a odanoicroporp ah dadeicos us ,otomer ragul le ,ailatsaC ne odairc ah es neiuq ,thcenK hpesoJ ed airotsih al se
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Berolfingen's Latino School, a small city on the outskirts of Zaberwald. He filled up to the edge with the astonishment of the old man. The look of those eyes could have been terrifying, but they were calmly cheerful and penetrating, without laughing or smiling, but filled with a calm joy, silently radiant. And precisely why it seems perfectly
appropriate, and according to the life of it, that the biography of him has also exceeded the usual dimensions and has passed at the end to legend. We owe this fragment of biography, as we do with almost all memories of Knecht's personal life, to the annotations of a student of the game of glass beads, a faithful admirer who carried a record of many
of the observations and stories of his Great Master. KNECHT should have twelve or thirteen years at that time. In all musical matters he was the supreme authority of all the country. He stumbled from the classroom, ran to the bedroom, left the books, washed and combed his hair. He should not compare with school inspectors who visited him twice a
year, from somewhere else in the upper levels of the Board of Educators. His hearing drank at the leak; He thought he listened to himself for the first time in his life. We conceive it as living with knowledge, which causes a silent smile, that all his work will be forgotten after his death, that his manuscripts will be treated as a scrap role, that one of his
children will be Considered â € "The Great Bach", and will reap the success that it deserved, and that once his work is rediscovered he will be submerged in the misunderstandings and the barbarities of the leaf era, and so on. The child imagined the coming event of a great variety of ways. In the same way, we tend to attribute Mozart, still live and
flourishing, and producing the most solid work, some of his safety in the hands of death, some premonition³ of the kindness with which death embraces him. Knecht's schoolmates also have those fantasies and hopes. The second exercise modulated more freely to other keys; the third, tending towards the sub-dominant, ended up with a cadence in the
single ³.He did not look at the player's intelligent white fingers, he sees the course of development slightly reflected in his concentrated expression³ while his eyes remain calm under the semi-closed covers. It sounded extra, cut that way, without a head or tail. But we don't really read these qualities of his biografÃas and the facts about his private life
that have come to us; we read them only from his works, from his music. I retouched the subject, and this time I moved on to the first entry; the second entry changed the interval from a fifth to a fourth; the third repeated the first one octave higher, as did the fourth with the second. And even in the classroom there was no more decoration or ³
holiday. Hesitating, he took his exercise book and gave it to the MasterÂ"NoÂ", said the Master,Â"I want you to touch by heart, and not an exercise, but something easy that you know by heart. I was deeply ashamed of his confusion³ but I couldn't speak. In fact, it is probably not so much this tragedy in itself that has tempted us to delve so deeply into
Joseph Knecht's personality, but rather the calm, joyful, if not radiant, way in which he brought his fate and talents to fruition. And he waited with a joy as deep as his terror for the appearance ³ this mighty star. "Is that enough?Â" I asked myself³. In any case, the conflict between school and home, which complicates the youth of many other boys of its
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that, unfortunately, probably not. The exhibition concluded with a cadence in the key of the dominant. It was one of the old songs that were often sung at school. He imagined the Master of the Music in various ways as a king, as one of the twelve apostles, or as one of the great legendary artists of senior classic, a Michael Praetorius or a Claudio
Monteverdi, a J. The teacher He resounded happily with his three voices, and the four sides traced their thin lines and lithy, they spoke among Sã, they leaned each other, they crossed and interwoven each other in delicious coils and figurations. figurations
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